
Shooting Australia Athlete Categorisation 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What are the key differences between the 2021-2025 Athlete Categorisation Policy 
and the 2026-2028 Policy? 

There are minimal changes to the descriptive and performance criteria between the two policies, 
but these are outlined in the comparison table(s) linked below.  Any changes that have been made 
are intended to either make the criteria clearer or reflect a necessary increase in the standards 
that athletes are expected to meet based on the continuing evolution of international competition 
and/or the Australian Institute of Sport’s (AIS) requirement for Shooting (and all sports) to be more 
evidence based. 

Categorisation Criteria Comparison Table 

2. What is Categorisation and who determines the Athletes that are Categorised? 

The AIS uses the National Athlete Categorisation Policy and Framework to provide a clear and 
consistent basis, both within sports and across the Sport System, to:  

• Identify athletes with the greatest potential to contribute to Australia’s performance targets 

at the Olympic and Paralympic Games (i.e. Pinnacle Events);  

• Inform the prioritisation of Sport System support to these athletes; and  

• Track athlete progression based on their performances over time. 

The Shooting Australia (SA) Categorisation Panel identifies which athletes should be considered 
for categorisation and then provides these recommendations to the AIS. The Panel is comprised 
of: 

(i) The SA Chief Executive Officer (Chair of Panel); 

(ii) SA’s Shotgun Program Manager; 

(iii) SA’s Precision Program Manager; 

(iv) National Institute Network (NIN) Representatives (e.g. VIS); and 

(v) AIS Representative (Independent Observer). 

3. If I was Categorised in 2025, am I automatically Categorised in 2026? 

No, but athletes who were categorised in 2025 will automatically be considered for Categorisation 
and then assessed against the criteria for 2026.  

4. If I am Categorised in 2026, does that mean I am Categorised through until 2027? 

Yes, however, in some circumstances where athletes do not completely meet the criteria, they 
might only be categorised for 12 months and then reviewed at the next Panel meeting (i.e. 12 
months – November 2026), including a possible change to the athlete’s categorisation level.  

  

https://shootingaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/SA-Ath.-Cat.-Comparison-of-Criteria.pdf


 

 

5. Do I need to apply to be considered for Categorisation? 

No, athletes do not apply to be considered for Categorisation. Athletes who regularly compete in 
SA-endorsed domestic events, have an Average Performance Score (APS), and meet the 
eligibility criteria in clause 4 of the Athlete Categorisation Policy 2026-2028 can be considered for 
Categorisation.  

6. If I have not competed internationally in the last two years, but have been competing 
in SA-Endorsed Domestic Events, do I still have an opportunity to be considered for 
Categorisation? 

Yes, but only in the Representative, Emerging or Future Emerging categories (i.e. depending on 
your age and stage of development).  

7. If I am a junior athlete, do I still have an opportunity to be considered for 
Categorisation? 

Yes, subject to meeting the eligibility criteria. The Emerging and Future Emerging categories are 
primarily focused on junior athletes; however, there is nothing preventing a junior athlete from 
being considered for Developing or higher if they meet the required criteria for these levels. 

8. If I do not shoot in an Olympic or Paralympic discipline, can I be considered for 
Categorisation? 

No, but if you are interested in shooting an Olympic or Paralympic discipline, we recommend you 
visit the club/range closest to you that offers your preferred ISSF or WSPS discipline. The SA 
Domestic Endorsed Event Series is also a great opportunity to get involved. 

9. How does Categorisation link to the SA National Squad? 

From 2026, the members of SA’s National Squad will include any athletes that meet the criteria for 
any of the categories within Shooting’s National Athlete Categorisation Framework. These include: 

• The 5 categories recognised by the AIS and National Institute Network (NIN), which are:  

o Podium; 

o Podium Ready; 

o Podium Potential; 

o Developing; 

o Emerging; and 

 

• The two categories recognised by SA but NOT the AIS/NIN, which are: 

o Representative; and 

o Future Emerging. 

  



 

 

10. If I am not Categorised, can I still be considered for selection to National Teams for 
international competition (e.g. World Cups and World Championships)? 

Yes, in accordance with the relevant SA Competition Selection Criteria available on SA’s website. 

11. If I am Categorised, does that mean I will automatically be selected to National Teams 
for international competitions including World Cups and World Championships? 

Selection is not automatic; however, priority consideration will be given to the selection of 
categorised athletes to National Teams based on each athlete’s Individual Performance Plan 
(IPP). For further details about National Team selection, athletes must refer to the relevant 
Competition Selection Criteria. 

12. When will I know if I am Categorised for 2026?  If I am not Categorised, can I 
challenge this decision? 

Subject to AIS approval, successful athletes will be notified of their Categorisation prior to 
Christmas 2025. Those athletes who were categorised in 2025 but who will not be categorised in 
2026 will also be notified at this time. Athletes who were not categorised in 2025 and will not be 
categorised in 2026 will not receive notification.  

If an athlete that is currently categorised does not agree with any change to their level of 
Categorisation, or removal from Categorisation, they can request that the decision be 
reconsidered by following the process in clause 8 of the Athlete Categorisation Policy 2026-2028. 

13. What is the difference between the Categories that are recognised by the AIS/NIN 
and the Categories that are only recognised by SA? 

Only athletes identified in the AIS-recognised categories (i.e. Podium, Podium Ready, Podium 
Potential, Developing, Emerging) are eligible to receive: 

• Categorised Athlete Support (CAS); 

• Performance support from the NIN;  

• Priority consideration for selection to National Teams based on their IPPs. 

Athletes identified in the SA-recognised categories (i.e. Representative and Future Emerging) may 
be invited to participate in SA High Performance (HP) Program activities including national camps. 
Representative categorised athletes will also be included in communication relating to the LA 2028 
Olympic and Paralympic Games campaigns.  

  



 

 

14. What are the benefits of being Categorised?  

Depending on the level of Categorisation, athletes may receive  

• Direct funding through SA’s CAS scheme;  

• Performance support from the NIN; 

• Priority consideration for selection to National Teams based on their IPP’s; 

• Close support from the SA HP Program staff; and  

• Invitations to participate in other program activities or initiatives. 

15. How are the Indicative Performance Standards (IPS) derived and how influential is 
this in determining Categorisation? 

IPS’ have been calculated using qualification results from World Cups, World Championships and 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games over the past two years.  

For example, in Shotgun, the IPS’ reflect the averages of the qualification scores for the following 
positions by Categorisation level: 

• Podium and Podium Ready – 8th place (using Olympic Games and World Championships 

data only); 

• Podium Potential – 8th place; 

• Developing – 20th place; 

• Emerging – 30th place, etc. 

IPS’ may be reviewed and updated each year at the conclusion of the international competition 
season. 

IPS’ are intended to help illustrate the progression that SA/the AIS expects to see from 
categorised athletes as they develop themselves and progress through the levels of 
Categorisation. They are one of the factors that the Categorisation Panel will consider when 
determining whether an athlete should be nominated to the AIS for Categorisation and at what 
level. 

16. What period of performance data is used to determine an Athlete’s eligibility for 
Categorisation?  Are domestic performances taken into consideration? 

Progression in an athlete’s APS (i.e. by itself and when compared with the IPS’) is another 
important factor that the Panel will consider when determining if that athlete should be nominated 
for Categorisation.  

For the 2026 Categorisation, each athlete’s APS will be determined by calculating the average of 
their best three qualification scores in the same event, taken from both domestic and international 
competitions since 1 January 2024. Current APS results are available on SA’s website. 

This timeframe is referred to as the performance window. For the 2027 Categorisation, the 
performance window will begin on 1 January 2025. 

  



 

 

17. What are the expectations of Categorised Athletes? 

Athletes who are identified for, and accept Categorisation, are expected to: 

• Sign an SA Athlete Agreement and continue to meet the requirements as detailed in the 
Agreement; 

• Work closely with SA’s HP Program staff to develop an IPP;  
• Maintain regular dialogue with the SA HP Team and relevant NIN performance support 

staff;  
• Fully engage in all National Squad and Team camps, competitions and other activities, 

unless exceptional circumstances prevent this;  
• Advocate for SA’s ‘Win Well’ program and commit to a performance lifestyle that enables 

success on and off the range and reflects elite athlete status;   
• Demonstrate the values of SA, and the Olympic and Paralympic spirit.  

 
Additional Information and Resources (links below): 
 
Average Performance Scores  
 
Selection Criteria  
 
Categorisation Policy  
 
Flowcharts 

 
Further questions can be directed to: 
 
Adam Sachs – Shooting Australia Chief Executive Officer 
Mobile 0417 785 115 
Email adam@shootingaustralia.org  

https://shootingaustralia.org/high-performance/mps-athlete-aps/
https://shootingaustralia.org/high-performance/
https://shootingaustralia.org/categorisation/
https://shootingaustralia.org/categorisation/
mailto:adam@shootingaustralia.org

